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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth
day of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one
hundred ninety-eighth.

RicaarpD Nixon

Proclamation 4264 . February 6, 1974
National Nurse Week, 1974

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America has always honored those who serve society as nurses. In
recent years, however, we have come to appreciate more than ever the
complex and expanding role which nurses play in our health care system.
Increasingly, the high quality of our nursing profession is making it pos-
sible for more Americans to enjoy better health services.

As medical science makes new discoveries, nursing skills in turn must
become more sophisticated and more highly specialized. In out-of-hos-
pital settings, nurses in increasing numbers are assuming primary care
roles as specialized nurse practioners. Graduates of pediatric nurse
practitioner programs are independently caring for a high percentage
of children receiving care in metropolitan health clinics and private medi-
cal practice. Visiting nurses, with highly specialized skills in the preven-
tion of illness and accidents and in the assessment and treatment of
chronic conditions, are making it possible for even very frail elderly
people to go on residing in their own homes. Nurses trained in intensive
coronary care are saving lives of patients who develop lethal disturbances
of heart rhythm. Nurses engaged in research projects have helped to
improve our understanding in many areas, including the rehabilitation
of stroke patients, the care and prevention of pulmonary disease, cancer
nursing, ways to help ambulatory patients, and illnesses that result in
absence from school.

For their dedication and for their constantly expanding skills, which
are doing so much to improve the health of America, nurses merit the
highest measure of personal and professional regard.

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

2445



2446

PROCLAMATION 4265-FEB. 6, 1974 (88 StaT.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the
United States of America, do hereby proclaim the week of February 10
through February 16, 1974, as National Nurse Week. I invite the Gov-
ernors of the States, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and officials
of other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, to issue
similar proclamations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth
day of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one
hundred ninety-eighth.

Ricearp Nixon

Proclamation 4265 . February 6, 1974
National Port Week, 1974

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In providing services to promote the expansion of United States ex-
ports, our commercial ocean and inland ports play a central role in
improving our balance of trade. The building of World Trade Centers
in several ports and the establishment of trade promotion offices in major
manufacturing areas are among the methods employed by United States
ports to encourage export expansion.

Over 1.6 billion tons of commerce in our foreign and domestic water-
borne trades moved through our port gateways in 1972. The foreign
portion of this total was valued at more than $47 billion. The many and
varied port handling activities required to service this vast trade volume
alone generate about $30 billion in direct dollar income to local and
regional economies served by United States ports. This amount serves
to stimulate an even greater economic chain of indirect revenues as these
dollars are spent throughout the national economy.

Other statistics also help to demonstrate the central role of port facili-
ties in the American economy. Public and private port interests have
invested over $5 billion in cargo handling facilities since the end of World
War II. Port-generated activities now provide employment for well over
1.2 million people—accounting for about $12 billion in wages each
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